
uring the 2019-2020 school year, Somerset
County Vocational & Technical High School
(SCVTHS) senior and National Technical Honor
Society (NTHS) Vice President Brian Coletta proposed
a vendor/craft show fundraiser. The National
Technical Honor Society then partnered with the
SCVTHS Senior Class and PTO to put the fundraiser
into motion. Unfortunately, with 55 vendors already
secured, the fundraiser had to be rescheduled and
eventually cancelled because of COVID-19 pandemic
restrictions.

The vendors were then contacted so they could
receive a refund of their registration fee, but instead
some chose to donate their fee to the Senior Class and
NTHS. In turn both organizations decided to donate
the funds. The Senior Class donated $125 to
CureSearch for child cancer research and NTHS
donated $125 to the Adult Day Care Center in
Bridgewater. “Our hope is to hold the Vendor/Craft
Show once the COVID-19 restrictions allow us to do
so,” said NTHS Advisor Susan Santiago.

Additionally, students in the Health Occupations
Students of America Club (HOSA) gathered and
donated books during their Reach Out and Read Book
Drive. “I'm delighted to announce that we managed to
collect 206 children's books,” said HOSA Advisor and
Health Occupations Instructor Kim Vasaturo. After
the drive, the books were donated to the Zufall Health
Center in Somerville. Physicians at the Center plan to
distribute the books to children during their visits to
help encourage reading at an early age.i
For more information on this story contact
James Strickhart at jstrickhart@scvts.net.
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(l-r) Zufall Health employee and AmeriCorps member Matthew Cirillo stands with SCVTHS students
Vanessa Wilkerson of South Bound Brook, Gia Barras of Manville and Ariel Smith of Franklin Park

as they deliver books to the Zufall Health Center in Somerville
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Dear Jaguar Nation,
Thank you for your continued support in
our efforts to offer our students in-person
instruction. As everyone knows, we have
been implementing a “phase in” throughout
the pandemic. I’m proud to say that we
have been hybrid since October 5th, 2020.
Recently, we offered a 4 day in-person
instruction to our special populations.
Although we have not had a full week with
these groups, due to inclement weather and
mid-winter recess, we will continue to
collaborate with staff to keep everyone safe
and assess the situation as we move forward.

I want to remind everyone that we are
still in a pandemic. We must remain vigilant
with our protocols to ensure safety for all.
Daily attestation forms, masks and social
distancing are non-negotiables and are
necessary for our District to remain open
for business. Thanks to our administrative
team, Linkages, morning duty monitors,
security, Ms. O’Neill and Ms. Rusinski for
assisting with the Daily Covid Check.

Lastly, due to the pandemic, we have
continued to adapt. We hosted the 2021
Virtual Open House and had a successful
turnout with 350 registrants.

It is our hope to accommodate
the prospective families and
students for the 2021-2022
school year.

      Sincerely,
      Hector Montes

SCVTHS

SPRING RECESS
MARCH 29-30, 2021



For a second year, the Somerset County Vocational &
Technical High School Girls Softball Team recently held
a clothing drive fundraiser to help support their team.
At the end of the drive, the girls filled a box truck with
clothes, as well as shoes, handbags, belts, bed and bath
linens, stuffed animals and bicycles.
The clothes and other donated items were then sent

to a facility, where they will be distributed to thrift stores
and others in need. The girls will now wait to see how
much the items they donated weigh and will receive a
check based upon that total weight.

“The success of this program is a true team effort.
The girls work hard on the field, and their families
work hard to support them,” said SCVTHS Softball
Coach Brittany McGarry.
McGarry went on to add, “The softball team has been

so supportive of one another through this pandemic.
I believe the success of this fundraiser will foreshadow a
great, and heavily anticipated Spring season!”i

For more information on this story, contact
James Strickhart at (908) 526-8900, x7169 or
jstrickhart@scvts.net.

Makayla Long

SCVTHS SOFTBALL TEAM HOLDS
SUCCESSFUL CLOTHING DRIVE FUNDRAISER
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(back, standing, l-r) Principal Hector Montes, Supervisor of Athletics Jaime Morales, SCVTHS students Jenna Shallop of South Bound Brook,
Asia Hargrove of North Plainfield, Amanda Kralovich of Hillsborough, Lee Ann Richards of Bound Brook, Mariana Gonzalez of North Plainfield,

Melissa Lam of Bound Brook, and Ananya Putta of Bridgewater.. (front, kneeling, l-r) Coach Brittany McGarry, Coach Kristen McNerney,
SCVTHS students Sabrina Abella of Bridgewater, Megan Lam of Bound Brook, and Coach Dan McGarry pose in front of the donation truck.
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Makayla Long, a sophomore in the Mechatronics, Engineering and Advanced Manufacturing (MEAM)
Program, has been selected as Somerset County Vocational & Technical High School’s (SCVTHS) Student
of the Month for February 2021. Makayla is the daughter of David and Mijett Long of Bound Brook.
SCVTHS Spanish Instructor Mr. Guillermo Reina nominated Makayla for the Student of the Month

Award because, “academically she is the best, but it is her attitude towards learning what makes her great.
Her commitment and expectations are very high and her participation is constant inside the classroom or
in virtual sessions. She is very aware of her role as a student and as a classmate. In doing a SEL activity in
class, it was obvious that she cares not only about herself, but also about her classmates helping my class to
have a rich and welcoming environment for all. She receives my highest nomination.”
Outside of school, Makayla enjoys working out, going on walks with her dog and spending time with

her friends. Additionally, Makayla is a junior member of the Finderne Fire Department and has started to
learn how to code using JavaScript.
Throughout her educational career, Makayla has earned high marks and has consistently been an

honors student since the 8th grade. After high school, Makayla plans on attending college to pursue an
education in aerospace engineering. “I want to work at NASA after college and work on Mars rovers,”
Makayla stated.i

MAKAYLA LONG STUDENT OF THE MONTH
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